Curriculum Intent

History – Post Covid

Post Covid
Following the school closure due to Covid-19, our priority is for children to feel safe and
secure as they return to school. Our Post Covid Curriculum focuses on developing
relationships and belonging as this will be central to pupils being successful learners in the
short and longer term on their return to school. There will be a high and forensic focus on
securing basic skills in reading, writing through our History lessons, embedding prior
expected learning and striving for all children to be working within year group expectations
by the end of the academic year.

At ECS Primary we will still be guided by the National Curriculum for History (2014). The
National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:









know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative,
from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of
past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’,
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts,
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts,
including written narratives and analyses.
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to
make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations
of the past have been constructed.

Our intent post covid is that our teaching of History will help pupils gain a coherent
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We aim for it to
inspire pupils’ curiosity about the past and to know more about the past. We aim to enable
children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and
develop perspective and judgement. Through the teaching of History, we endeavour to
teach children to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own
identity and the challenges of their time.

Through our curriculum, we will immerse children using ‘hook’ lessons that allow children to
be immersed into a topic and want to further explore for themselves both at school and at
home.

History lessons will focus on developing historical skills and children working as historians.
We intend for our children to have real life experiences and learn about history in an active
and creative way. Links to other subject areas will be explored. The planning of learning
always begins with the skills and knowledge that needs to be taught and enrichment
opportunities and opportunities to apply learning will be carefully mapped.

